LIFE OF VIJAYKRISHNA
^t       ^t       ^       ^       ^       *
Now Vijayakrishna went to Bogra to the house of one
of the disciples of his father. There he came in contact
with three Brahmos, whose ideal character impressed him
most. But he felt no inner urge to accept Brahmoism.
He returned to Calcutta, and there adversity stared him
in the face. In the hostel, his room-mate stole away all
his money, with the result that Vijaykrishna had to starve
for days together. He walked about in the streets of
Calcutta without a morsel of bread and without asking for
any one's help. At last, he approached Iswar Chandra
Vidyasagar and Maharshi (Saint) Devendranath, the two
great personalities famous for their charity and beneficence.
But they refused to help him, as bitter experience had
a little disillusioned them and roused in their minds a sort
of prejudice against indiscriminate charity. Vijaykrishna
at that time was a stranger to them, and had they known
him, they would certainly have helped him. Thus passed
several nights. Help always comes—although we know
not through what channel it does—to such a person who
looks up to God alone for help and guidance. At length,
seeing his pale face and hungry looks, a gentleman offered
him a four-anna bit, and as he was going to purchase some
food with it, perchance he saw his room-mate pass by.
He looked very weak and depressed. Vijaykrishna ran
up to him and inquired into the cause of his grief. His
room-mate was also without food for some days, as he
had lost all the money he had stolen, in gambling.
Vijaykrishna sympathised with the poor sufferer and
forgetting the wrong-doing, actually clasped him to his
bosom. "His pity gave ere charity began." He brought
him to a shop and shared with him the food he purchased.
In a few days, his circumstances seemed slightly better,
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